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This may perhaps appear as rarefying the idea of the Supreme
Principle to a logical abstraction—which is simply the negation of the
finite; but such a view of the matter would be misleading. Thought
does not construct Universals out of singulars, conceptions out of
particulars, but begins absolutely and at once with Universals or
general conceptions.1 As I shall try to show in the sequel, the con-
ception of the Ultimate Eeality is a metaphysical conception, not
reached by any process of logical abstraction ; it is a psychological
fact and represents the fundamental truth of all philosophy.
If the process by which this conception was reached by the Veddn-
tin was a logical abstraction, his case was not singularly exceptional.
Not to speak of the ancient Greek philosophers, in modern times,
too, many eminent thinkers of the 17th century are said to have arriv-
ed at the pure and absolute Eeality by a similar process. Spinoza
was one of them. He, too, like some of the earliest Indian and Greek
philosophers, considered that true happiness lay not in the ordi-
nary ob] ects of human desire—in riches, honours, or the pleasures
of appetite and sense—these he considered to be inconstant,
perishable and deceptive, having an ephemeral reality.  And he,
accordingly, endeavoured to find some true and abiding object of
love—something in finding which he would find a perfect and
eternal joy. By a process of introspection and (as Hegelianism
would have it) by a process of abstraction from all determination,
holding that all determination is negation, he discovered the
Divine in Man, and that he called the Most Perfect Being,
Single, Infinite and All-Embracing—the source and origin of the
entire Universe. He is the immanent and not the transient cause
of all things : all things are in God and move in God.
The God so reached was, according to Principal Caird, an
s{ indeterminate substance of "which nothing can be affirmed ... a
self-identical unity into "which no distinction or difference can
enter." (< But still/5 says Principal Oaird, st Spinoza intended
to find in that principle the explanation of all things. The whole
finite world was to be so involved in the idea of God as to be
deducible from it"; he, however, adds that to achieve this result,
Spinoza had recourse to an illogical expedient.  , « . (< He
1 Femer's "Greek Philosophy." p. 235.

